T. V. R., aged 24, by trade a plumber, came to the Bristol Royal Infirmary on June 9th, 1896, complaining of swelling of the left arm and left foot. On enquiry the following was obtained. There was no family history of any similar affection, to which the patient had become liable eleven years before. What would happen was this: he might go to bed perfectly well, to wake in the morning with a swollen foot, the swelling being so great that he could not put on his boot. This would last all day, and gradually subside. There was a burning, itching pain in the slightly red, swollen part, which could not be indented by a finger, though this was possible during its subsidence. These attacks were of fairly frequent occurrence ; rarely did a month pass without one, and of late the interval between successive attacks had gradually lessened until, as a rule, it was not greater than a week. Any part of the body might be affected, sometimes the foot or leg, sometimes the arm or hand, often the face, rarely the trunk. If the upper part of the face were affected, he could not see out of the eye for several hours because of the swelling. Generally not more than one part of the body was affected at one time; if two at once, they were, as a rule, on the same side. But for the attacks he was in the best of health, and could not remember ever having had any other illness.
On examination, the patient looked a most healthy young man.
The thoracic and abdominal organs were sound, and the urine was normal.
The parts affected by the attack of oedema for which he came were the left forearm and the left foot.
The 
